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Rightly Divide the Word of Truth (Slide 1) 

 

Reading 1 Thessalonians 2:1-13 

 

(Slide 2) 2 Timothy 2:1-19 

1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 

The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many 

witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others 

also. 3 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. (Slide 3) 

4 No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday 

life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. 5 Also if 

anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the prize unless he 

competes according to the rules. 6 The hard-working farmer ought to be 

the first to receive his share of the crops. (Slide 4) 7 Consider what I say, 

for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, 

according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment 

as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned. 10 For this reason I 

endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also 

may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory. 

(Slide 5) 11 It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we will 

also live with Him; 12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny 

Him, He also will deny us; 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He 

cannot deny Himself. 

An Unashamed Workman 

14 Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence 

of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless and leads to the ruin 

of the hearers. (Slide 6) 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God 

as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the 

word of truth. 16 But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to 

further ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among 
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them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, (Slide 7) 18 men who have gone astray 

from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and 

they upset the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God 

stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, 

“Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from 

wickedness.” 

Paul is speaking to his son in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Timothy.  It is a 

relationship built through the acknowledgement and love for the truth that 

each conveys in their service to God.  The elder statesman, the Apostle 

Paul, and the young evangelist Timothy have a bond in Hope as warriors for 

Christ Jesus.   

The commonality of their love for Jesus and our God has manifested itself 

in a relationship akin to a father and his son.  It is important to understand 

this relationship in that way, so that we don’t miss the emphasis of 

sincerity and love from Paul to Timothy in his words of eternal advice.  To 

which is also relayed to us through this letter.  And yes, rightly dividing the 

truth as we read is that important, because it certainly can have eternal 

consequences.   

Paul speaks to Timothy in verses 14 and 15 of the next chapter and says:  

2 Timothy 3:14-15  (Slide 8) 

14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become 

convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from 

childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you 

the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

Even though Paul declares that Timothy has an excellent background in 

the sacred writings he was still commanded to continue to study them.  We 

need to understand that what Timothy at the time had at his disposal 

regarding written text, was not from the New Testament. 
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The Hebrew writer confirms that in times past God spoke to his people 

through different means than He does this side of Jesus ministry and the 

cross.   

 

Hebrews 1:1-2  (Slide 9) 

1 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many 

portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His 

Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 

world.    

 

To be clear, in times past God did speak.  He spoke through the fathers, 

(leaders of the people).  He spoke through the prophets (messengers for 

God).  God still speaks today.  He speaks through his son.  He speaks to 

us through Jesus.  This is further clarified in the recording of the 

transfiguration in Matthew’s record of the Gospel.   

 

As you may recall, Peter was so impressed and in awe that he stated we 

should erect three tabernacles-one for Moses who represented the law, 

and one for Elijah who represented the prophets, and one for Christ. 

 

 

 

Matthew 17:5  (Slide 10) 

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 

behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I 

am well-pleased; listen to Him!” 

 

What is God saying through this statement here and in Hebrews 1?  (Slide 

11) There was a time that you were to listen to Moses and the Prophets but 

now the time has come to Hear Jesus and Him only.   

 

We know that the Bible is divided into the Old Testament and the New 

Testament.  Does rightly dividing the word of truth mean then that we can 
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discard the Old?  Is it pointless to study the Old Testament because we 

have the New? 

 

Jesus pointing to who He is and the truth of testimony that comes from 

above regarding His authority, confronts the Jews on the narrowness of 

their conviction to Law keeping. 

 

John 5:39  (Slide 12) 

39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 

eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; 

 

He states that the Old Testament is a testimony about Him.  The author of 

the Old Testament is God. 

 

Romans 15:4  (Slide 13) 

4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, 

so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we 

might have hope. 

 

What does “Rightly Dividing” or accurately handling mean?  The words 

combined together, Rightly Dividing, come from one Greek word.   

 

(Slide 14) "Ὀρθοτομέω"-often used with the word-"hodous" means “cutting a 

straight line.”  The idea of the “straightness” of something is appealing in 

many areas.  For example cutting a board in carpentry or laying out a road, 

plotting travel on a map.  In the sense of a metaphor or hopes of following 

a straight path, the writer of Proverbs gives this advice: 

 

Proverbs 3:6  (Slide 15) 

In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He will make your paths straight. 

 

Rightly dividing is not a concept of merely cutting something in two with 

any means necessary.  It is dividing truth from what is untrue with 
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precision.  A very good illustration and one with uncanny similarity when it 

relates to precision or sharpness is: 

 

Hebrews 4:12  (Slide 16) 

12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints 

and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 

How many of us would want to face a surgeon who had little practice and 

was known for leaving jagged edges.  The one that we would feel most 

comfortable with is the one who seriously studies and practices his craft 

and follows a proven, straight path of success.   

 

That’s why Paul tells Timothy to study those things you are “convinced of.”  

Therefore, the Old testament is a straight path to the New Testament and 

the truth about Jesus the Christ.  It is a grave responsibility to handle this 

truth rightly, accurately.  Shame follows the one who does not.   

 

2 Timothy 2:1-2  (Slide 17) 

1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 

The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many 

witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others 

also. 

Paul has given Timothy an awesome task and responsibility.  That is, to 

take his knowledge of the truth and teach it to others, so they too, may 

teach these truths along the way.  That adds to the gravity of “rightly 

dividing the word of truth.”  Timothy then, as well as us today, must be 

confident that what we teach aligns with what we have heard, read, and 

studied.   

Therein, teaching error would bring shame to the instructor on earth and at 

the judgment.  It is a warning to lay a straight path for everyone to follow.    
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What can’t be learned in the Old Testament 

 

The value of the Old Testament is beyond comprehension.  However, there 

are some things we don’t learn from the Old Testament.  Perhaps there are 

some that are the shadow of things to come but the details and practice 

are exclusive to New Testament christians.  For example, the New 

Testament church and its foundation are discussed in its pages.   

 

 

Matthew 16:13-18  (Slide 18) 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was 

asking His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And 

they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, 

Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” (Slide 19) 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the 

Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon 

Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father 

who is in heaven. 18 I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock 

I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 

 

The church wasn’t established until after his death, burial, and resurrection.  

The facts of the Gospel, though prophesied by Isaiah, are a New testament 

reality.   

 

We further find that the same process in which people's souls were added 

to the church is the same process in which men are saved.   

 

Acts 2:46-47  (Slide 20) 

46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread 

from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness 

and sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being 

saved. 
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Therefore, baptism (immersion) that is; contacting the blood of Christ for 

the remission of sins, is exclusively a New testament concept. 

 

The keen observer, the one who studies to show themselves approved, 

recognizes the only form of Baptism acceptable for salvation.   

 

Acts 22:16  (Slide 21) 

16 Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your 

sins, calling on His name.’ 

 

1 Peter 3:21  (Slide 22) 

21 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt 

from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

 

Romans 6:4  (Slide 23) 

4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so 

that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life. 

 

Even the acts of worship for the christian are outlined in the New 

Testament.  We could certainly go on with this concept of rightly dividing 

the word of truth.   

 

The Bible is a straight road from the Old to the New Covenant that leads to 

Christ.  The astute student of God’s Holy Word can clearly see it unfold in 

this very pattern.   

 

(Slide 24) 

The first four books of the New Testament are historical accounts from 

eyewitnesses and through inspiration of the life of Jesus, The Christ.  We 

learn of His birth, His life, His miracles, His ability and authority to forgive 

sins, His teachings, His relationship with God, the Father, His death, His 
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burial, His resurrection, and His ascension. The honest reader and truth 

seeker will come to have implicit faith in Jesus from studying the four 

Gospel accounts.   

 

(Slide 25) 

In the next book we learn of the application of the great commission given 

to His apostles. We have a historical record of the conversion of thousands 

of people who were added to the church.  We learn of the persecution that 

the apostles and the early christians endured as predicted by Jesus 

Himself.   

 

(Slide 26) 

The next several books are written to individual chrsitians and to 

congregations that have been established.  In them, we learn of the 

apostles doctrine, We learn that many were convicted of their old way of 

life and are now redeemed by the blood of Christ.  We learn how and when 

we should worship and how important the remembrance of Jesus and his 

sacrifice is and when and how we should observe it.  We learn how to 

maintain our faith and how to live daily as a chrsitian.  We learn how to use 

the sword of the spirit to shield ourselves from evil.  We have a history 

lesson about those of faith. 

 

(Slide 27) 

The final book is mostly symbolic but within its pages there is a warning of 

how we must have a high level of love and devotion toward Jesus so that 

we are not disqualified.  We learn that what is revealed is all that we need 

and that we should not add or subtract from it.  It also reveals the ultimate 

triumph of those who have been redeemed by Christ Jesus.  We learned 

that as we pass from this life to the next, that we are blessed when we die 

in the Lord.  We get a glimpse as to the Glory of Heaven. 

2 Timothy 2:15  (Slide 28) 

15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
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Invitation 
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