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  For Wickedness Burns Like a Fire (Slide 1)  

It Consumes Everything in its Path 

Reading: Acts 4:1-17 

 

Isaiah 9:13-21 (Slide 2) 

13  Yet the people do not turn back to Him who struck them, Nor do they 
seek the Lord of hosts. 14  So the Lord cuts off head and tail from Israel, 
Both palm branch and bulrush in a single day. (Slide 3) 15 The head is the 
elder and honorable man, And the prophet who teaches falsehood is the 
tail. 16 For those who guide this people are leading them astray; And those 
who are guided by them are brought to confusion. (Slide 4) 17 Therefore 
the Lord does not take pleasure in their young men, Nor does He have pity 
on their orphans or their widows; For every one of them is godless and an 
evildoer, And every mouth is speaking foolishness. In spite of all this, His 
anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out.  

(Slide 5) 18 For wickedness burns like a fire; It consumes briars and thorns; 
It even sets the thickets of the forest aflame And they roll upward in a 
column of smoke. 19 By the fury of the Lord of hosts the land is burned up, 
And the people are like fuel for the fire; No man spares his brother. (Slide 6) 
20 They slice off what is on the right hand but still are hungry, And they eat 
what is on the left hand but they are not satisfied; Each of them eats the 
flesh of his own arm. 21 Manasseh devours Ephraim, and Ephraim 
Manasseh, And together they are against Judah. In spite of all this, His 
anger does not turn away And His hand is still stretched out. 

Last week Isaiah named the sin Judah was guilty of and that is arrogance 
and pride: 

Asserting in pride and in arrogance of heart! 

Their arrogance was so great that it consumed their very consciousness 
and each person was concerned only with themselves.  It was a selfish 
commitment they made individually and they relished in self pride and self 
reliance.  It corrupted their mind and they became a law unto themselves, 
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having no regard for God’s righteous laws and no regard for one another.  
In fact, they did unspeakable evil to their own countrymen.  

Their arrogance was so intense that it prevented them from turning back to 
God despite the prophets warnings.  The common man allowed 
themselves to be corrupted by trusted messengers and leaders who used 
and confused them as pawns in a sea of bureaucracy.  Isaiah emphasizes 
their poor leadership and those who follow as lambs to the slaughter.  
(Slide 7) 

For those who guide this people are leading them astray; And those who 
are guided by them are brought to confusion. 

(Slide 8) Just like a wildfire spreads, so does their wickedness.  Every 
ember touches untouched land and it ignites it into a roaring blaze.  But the 
massive fire started small but was constantly fed by the accelerant of 
human desire and lust.  They could not be satisfied.  (Slide 9) 

And they eat what is on the left hand but they are not satisfied 

Left unchecked, the flame of wickedness (Sin) has the power to ignite even 
the greenest of vegetation.   

Wildfires are ferocious and hot.  They spread quickly and engulf everything 
in their path. (Slide 10) They leave behind total destruction.  A scorched 
landscape that is apocalyptic in nature.  The charred remains of what was 
alive is left desolate and barren.   

Therein is the destructive nature of their wickedness.  Everything they 
touch is corrupted and torched by their evil.  Each man is desolate of any 
morality and has hardened his heart toward his neighbor.  Just as a wildfire 
must have intervention to be extinguished, so must the wickedness of man.    

Isaiah states that everyone of them is evil in nature.  The Psalmist 
bemoans the nature of man, which includes those of Isaiah’s day and our 
day alike: 

Psalm 14:1-3  (Slide 11) 

1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they have 
committed abominable deeds; There is no one who does good. 2  The Lord 
has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any 
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who understand, Who seek after God. 3  They have all turned aside, together 
they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one. 

A wildfire doesn’t start as a massive inferno.  It begins small, generally as a 
small fire and if discovered quickly it can be extinguished quickly.  But if 
left unchecked it becomes a roaring blaze in a matter of minutes.  

Wildfires often occur naturally.  Sometimes lightning strikes in a dry place 
such as among dead trees or bushes and ignites a fire.  But all too often, 
wildfires are caused by careless people or worse yet, they are intentionally 
set.   

The National Park Service records that as much as 85% of all wildfires are 
caused by humans.  (Slide 12) 

Each of them eats the flesh of his own arm. 

Equipment use, even safety chains pulling a trailer have been known to 
cause wildfires.  These instances create the smallest spark that can ignite 
a roaring blaze. 

Discarded cigarettes that aren’t properly distinguished and disposed of 
have also caused major wildfires.  Unattended campfires or those that are 
not distinguished properly, cause wildfires.   

Many wildfires are set intentionally.  84% of all wildfires that have been 
recorded in the United States are set by someone intentionally.  That’s a 
staggering statistic! 

What does it mean?  It means someone has wickedness in their heart and a 
blatant disregard for the natural world, human life, and property belonging 
to someone else.  They know what they are doing is wrong and that it will 
hurt others.  They are reminiscent of the leaders Isaiah prophesies about 
here in chapter 9.   They could have prevented destruction but, chose evil 
over good.  They are selfish without shame.     

The leaders of God’s people, that stirred-up HIs people against Jesus the 
Christ, knew what they were doing was wrong.  In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus, as 
He stands before Pilate, records the wicked heart of the Chief Priests and 
that of Pilate himself.  They knew what was right but hardened their heart 
against Him. 
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Mark 15:6-15 (Slide 13) 

6 Now at the feast he used to release for them any one prisoner whom they 
requested. 7 The man named Barabbas had been imprisoned with the 
insurrectionists who had committed murder in the insurrection. (Slide 14) 8 
The crowd went up and began asking him to do as he had been accustomed 
to do for them. 9 Pilate answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release 
for you the King of the Jews?” (Slide 15) 10 For he was aware that the chief 
priests had handed Him over because of envy. 11 But the chief priests stirred 
up the crowd to ask him to release Barabbas for them instead. (Slide 16) 12 
Answering again, Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Him whom 
you call the King of the Jews?” 13 They shouted back, “Crucify Him!” 14 But 
Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they shouted all the 
more, “Crucify Him!” (Slide 17) 15 Wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate 
released Barabbas for them, and after having Jesus scourged, he handed 
Him over to be crucified. 

And what happened after that is wickedness out of control.  Just like a 
wildfire.   

Mark 15:16-26  (Slide 18) 

16 The soldiers took Him away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium), and 
they called together the whole Roman cohort. 17 They dressed Him up in 
purple, and after twisting a crown of thorns, they put it on Him; 18 and they 
began to acclaim Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” (Slide 19) 19 They kept 
beating His head with a reed, and spitting on Him, and kneeling and bowing 
before Him. 20 After they had mocked Him, they took the purple robe off Him 
and put His own garments on Him. And they led Him out to crucify Him. 

(Slide 20) 21 They pressed into service a passer-by coming from the country, 
Simon of Cyrene (the father of Alexander and Rufus), to bear His cross. 

22 Then they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of 
a Skull. (Slide 21) 23 They tried to give Him wine mixed with myrrh; but He 
did not take it. 24 And they crucified Him, and divided up His garments 
among themselves, casting lots for them to decide what each man should 
take. (Slide 22) 25 It was the third hour when they crucified Him. 26 The 
inscription of the charge against Him read, “THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 
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The flame of Wickedness, out of control!  They mocked Him, Tortured 
Him, and Nailed Him to a Cross with blackness of their sin and ours! 

The people were stirred up by their leaders to do a dastardly deed and is 
sometimes the case for the common man, “sometimes it’s easier to get 
into something than it is to get out of it.”   

It was such a path of destruction that all known mankind abandoned Him.  
Including His closest allies, His soon to be apostles.  Whether in the crowd 
shouting “Crucify Him” - “Crucify Him” or not, all had abandoned Him.  
They left Him alone to pay the penalty for the wickedness of Humanity. 

But that stirring up did not happen overnight.  It was caused by constant 
agitation created by an immoral leadership.  When we read many passages 
of scripture regarding Jesus' life, we may fail to see the grooming 
conducted by the Jewish Religious Leaders perpetrated against the 
common Jew.   

Matthew 21:23-27 (Slide 23) 

23 When He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to Him while He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You 
doing these things, and who gave You this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, 
“I will also ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. (Slide 24) 25 The baptism of John was from what 
source, from heaven or from men?” And they began reasoning among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Then why did 
you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the people; for 
they all regard John as a prophet.” (Slide 25) 27 And answering Jesus, they 
said, “We do not know.” He also said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 

In their minds the time was not right yet!  The people were not ready to do 
their bidding.  

Jesus then tells them two parables.  The first regards a man who has a 
vineyard and two sons to work it.   

Matthew 21:28-32  (Slide 26) 

28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go work today in the vineyard.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not’; but 



Page 6 

afterward he regretted it and went. 30 The man came to the second and said 
the same thing; and he answered, ‘I will, sir’; but he did not go. (Slide 27) 31 
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said 
to them, “Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into 
the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and 
prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse 
afterward so as to believe him. 

I have heard it said many times that there are a lot of people who lack self-
awareness! 

The second parable Jesus tells is that of the landowner.  He concludes by 
revealing the type of people these Jewish leaders really are like.  Setting 
the fires of wickedness and then fanning the flames with deceit!   

Matthew 21:33-46  (Slide 28) 

33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard 
and put a wall around it and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and 
rented it out to vine-growers and went on a journey. 34 When the harvest time 
approached, he sent his slaves to the vine-growers to receive his produce. 
(Slide 29) 35 The vine-growers took his slaves and beat one, and killed 
another, and stoned a third. 36 Again he sent another group of slaves larger 
than the first; and they did the same thing to them. 37 But afterward he sent 
his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ (Slide 30) 38 But when 
the vine-growers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ 39 They took him, and threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 Therefore when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers?” (Slide 31) 41 They 
said to Him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out 
the vineyard to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the 
proper seasons.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, 

‘The stone which the builders rejected, 

This became the chief corner stone; 

This came about from the Lord, 
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And it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

(Slide 32) 43 Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. 44 And he who falls 
on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter 
him like dust.” 

(Slide 33) 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, 
they understood that He was speaking about them. 46 When they sought to 
seize Him, they feared the people, because they considered Him to be a 
prophet. 

Again the time wasn’t right, but they were still conditioning the people.  We 
know they were soon successful in their deceptive practices.  Eventually, 
they convinced all to abandon Jesus and He was then crucified on the 
cross. 

Jeremiah writes of the type of people we are dealing with today and in the 
days of Isaiah.  In Chapter 6, Jeremiah prophecies about the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the reason for that destruction.   

Jeremiah 6:1-15  (Slide 34) 

1 “Flee for safety, O sons of Benjamin, From the midst of Jerusalem! Now 
blow a trumpet in Tekoa And raise a signal over Beth-haccerem; For evil looks 
down from the north, And a great destruction. 2 “The comely and dainty one, 
the daughter of Zion, I will cut off. 3 “Shepherds and their flocks will come to 
her, They will pitch their tents around her, They will pasture each in his place. 
(Slide 35) 4 Prepare war against her; Arise, and let us attack at noon. Woe to 
us, for the day declines, For the shadows of the evening lengthen! 5 “Arise, 
and let us attack by night And destroy her palaces!” 6 For thus says the Lord 
of hosts, “Cut down her trees And cast up a siege against Jerusalem. This is 
the city to be punished, In whose midst there is only oppression. (Slide 36) 7 
“As a well keeps its waters fresh, So she keeps fresh her wickedness. 
Violence and destruction are heard in her; Sickness and wounds are ever 
before Me. 8 “Be warned, O Jerusalem, Or I shall be alienated from you, And 
make you a desolation, A land not inhabited.” (Slide 37) 9 Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, “They will thoroughly glean as the vine the remnant of Israel; Pass 
your hand again like a grape gatherer Over the branches.” 10 To whom shall I 
speak and give warning That they may hear? Behold, their ears are closed 
And they cannot listen. Behold, the word of the Lord has become a reproach 
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to them; They have no delight in it. (Slide 38) 11 But I am full of the wrath of 
the Lord; I am weary with holding it in. “Pour it out on the children in the street 
And on the gathering of young men together; For both husband and wife shall 
be taken, The aged and the very old. 12 “Their houses shall be turned over to 
others, Their fields and their wives together; For I will stretch out My hand 
Against the inhabitants of the land,” declares the Lord. (Slide 39) 13  “For 
from the least of them even to the greatest of them, Everyone is greedy for 
gain, And from the prophet even to the priest Everyone deals falsely. 14  
“They have healed the brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, 
peace,’ But there is no peace.  

(Slide 40) 15  “Were they ashamed because of the abomination they have 
done? 

They were not even ashamed at all; 

They did not even know how to blush. 

(Slide 41) Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; 

At the time that I punish them, 

They shall be cast down,” says the Lord. 

 

Jerusalem, the City of David.  A city meant to reveal God’s Glory in 
salvation.  A city that was destined to see the triumph of good over evil. 
This time however, the Flame of Wickedness burns out of control and 
Jerusalem’s fate is utter destruction.  They had become rotted to the core: 

They were not even ashamed at all; 

They did not even know how to blush. 

Such is the nature of sin.  It starts small, but left unchecked it can grow into 
a destructive force.  Left unredeemed by the blood of Christ, the soul is 
bound for destruction.   

James 4:17 (Slide 42)  

Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 
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Read the threat and release of Peter and John in Acts 4 and you will clearly 
see that the Jewish Leadership knew all along what was right.   

Let’s not be like that.  Let’s evaluate each circumstance, each belief with 
scriptural discernment so that we know what is right and what is wrong.   

The wildfire in Isaiah is like the absence of modesty today.  It starts small 
and burns out of control.  People didn’t dress the way they do now when I 
was young.  Parents didn’t let their daughters leave the house the way they 
do now.  Sons either for that matter.   

But because of the cultural changes that have taken place, desensitization 
has transformed a modest society into an immodest one.  It happens 
slowly, over time.  In today’s culture, it happens overnight.   

But we know God does not change.  He has the ultimate standard for 
behavior and conduct.  Are we following that standard?  We can’t follow His 
standard until we become one of His people.  You can do that today by 
putting on Christ in Baptism.  Clothed with His cleansing Blood.   

Perhaps you have been baptized but are not living up to his standard.  Can 
we help you return?  Let us pray for your spiritual well being in the sight of 
the Almighty God! 

Invitation 

 

 

 

 

 

 


