Shelbyville Church of Christ 
800  West South Second St.

Shelbyville, Illinois   62565

www.shelbyvillechurch.com

======================================

Schedule of Services : 

            Sunday Morning :     Bible Study ….…   9:30 

                                               Worship …….…  10:20 

            Sunday Evening :      Worship ……….   6:00

            Wednesday p.m.:      Bible Study ….…  7:00 

You are invited and encouraged to attend to all services.

A Warm and Friendly Welcome Awaits You !
* NOTE :   To schedule a personal Bible Study, in the 

                  privacy of your own home call :     774-5063 
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The Transforming Power Of His Love

    Most of the songs you are hearing at this time of the year are songs of joy and happiness.  Songs like Jingle Bells, Deck the Halls, and Carol of the Bells are fun, upbeat and help put us in a festive mood. We are shopping, partying, and visiting with family and friends. It truly is The Most Wonderful Time of the Year. 

    But what makes it so is not colorful lights and decorations, it’s not opening gifts, nor is it eating huge dinners and playing games with family and friends. No, what makes this or any time of the year so wonderful is the transforming love of Jesus. People have always had decorations, gifts and celebrations.  Even pagans know how to throw a party and have fun. But what can make it different for us is Jesus. 

    That’s why my favorite song this time of year, and even in July, is Joy to the World. The coming of Jesus to the world is the source of the greatest joy we can possibly experience, and Joy to the World expresses many of the reasons why his coming is so wonderful.

    Verse one.  Jesus is King, and we have the privilege of receiving him if we choose to make room for him in our hearts.  When we do, heaven and nature will sing! They won’t be silly songs like Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer or Frosty the Snowman. Silly songs are fun and do have their place, but the joy that Jesus brought to the world is much deeper kind of joy that deserves a deeper kind of song.

    Verse two.  The Savior reigns! The fields, floods, rocks, hills and plains recognize his rule and are filled with repeated joy. Men should also … repeatedly! 

    Verse three.  Because of the transforming power of Jesus’ love, sin and sorrow no longer have the freedom to grow and infest the world. Jesus has come to bless the world in every place where sin has had its way. No matter where the curse of sin is found, he has come to make his blessings overcome them.

    Verse four.   Jesus’ rule replaces the curse of sin with truth and grace. The glories of his righteousness will be known in all the nations of the earth.  The nations of the earth will be enthralled with the wonders if his love. It is so different from anything else the world has experienced.

    Joy to the World is fun to sing.  But the message of the song is its greatest asset. The next time you sing it be sure to think deeply about the words and how the coming of Jesus has transformed your life. It is a great song to sing any time of the year. Don’t let the other things we celebrate crowd out the true meaning of why Jesus brought joy to the world – to transform it with the power of his love ! 
– Joe Chesser
Eternity Is In Your DNA
He has also set eternity in the hearts of men.
                                                — Ecclesiastes 3:11
    “[God] has made everything beautiful in its time,” wrote Solomon. Then added: “He has also set eternity in the hearts of men.”
    Eternity is in our DNA. We want life to last forever. When the hair grows grey and thin, the hands arthritic and shaky, the vision hazy, the hearing fuzzy, the gait wobbly, there remains a death-defying desire to keep going—a longing for continuance.
    And that is God’s plan and promise. You are God’s child now and forever. Your “time” will not last forever—but you will. In God’s narrative, your trek here is only the beginning—the first letter of the first word of the first sentence of the first chapter of your eternal story.
At the end of the day
there is no end of the day.
    – Joe Barnett
Fruitful Living 
For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  

                                     Colossians 1:9
God knows the challenges we face in this world and He wants to arm us with the weapons of warfare. Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and the beginning of knowledge. We gain knowledge by studying the Scriptures, and we gain wisdom by asking God to give us understanding. When we renew our commitment to Bible study and prayer, we renew our commitment to be faithful at all times. Will we accept the personal challenge to pray, study, and interact with others? Our first step is to fear the Lord and commit ourselves to regular Bible study with others. God knows it is the key to fruitful living. 
Pride Packages For Soldiers:  We rotate the items that we bring in so there will be a variety of things available for Pat to send to our soldiers. For the next two weeks we’ll be bringing :  Cheese and crackers (small packages),
Cookies (small packages),  Bags of any kind of hard candy individually wrapped,  Gum,  Bubble gum

Reading :  

II Peter 1: 2-11 ;  I John 5: 9-13
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Prayer list :           
Rosanne Reynolds :  Will have surgery to affect complete a complete knee replacement.  It is scheduled for this Dec. 27 
Bob Stevens :  Will have 4 bypasses and will return to the doctor for tests on Jan. 4 to see if he will also need to have a heart valve replaced.  His surgery will be in mid January.
Ron Bartanen :  Ron’s condition is improved slightly, but basically the same.  They are hoping for surgery in February.  

Ernie Wasson :  Has taken a turn for the worse – in ICU 
Megan Nichols :  Megan’s recovery has stalled.  

Hailey Wilhour :  Chemo treatments for myeloid leukemia.  
Those with ongoing need of prayer : 

Those with age related issues :

Ruby, Doris, Mary, Jeanne, Delores, Marg, Pete & Hazel, 

Betty, Francis

Other members with ongoing issues : 

Nancy Miller :  Nancy is recovering from two broken arms.  
Robin Shumard :  having significant issues with her feet
Brenda Stevens : Ongoing painful back issues, and broken rib
Madonna :  Madonna’s chemo will continue indefinitely.
Glenda Hyneman :  Improving, but issues remain / surgery 
Mindy Stevens :  Experiencing immune system issues.           
Jerry Rankin  :    Heart Issues 
Butch Reynolds :   Heart  condition and back issues     
Dan Luidhardt : Wayne’s friend is suffering from kidney failure 

due to diabetes.  Stabilized, but remains an ongoing problem. 
* Each day as you pray for those on this list,

always include our congregation and her elders.
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  NEXT WEEK :      ( December 24,  2017 )


    Song Leader :   Tim        


    Scripture Reader :   Bob    


    Table & Announcements :   Greg     
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