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Who’s In Charge ?
Text :   James 4: 13-17  ;  Luke 12: 13-23
                                                                                                                                                        S#1.  
   A.   What is your plan for your life ?                                                                          S#2.  
      1.   Everyone has one.
         a.   Some keep their plan in their head. ( dream )
         b.   Some formalize it into a set of goals.
         c.   With some it’s a ridged plan, but with others it’s a flexible set of ideas.
      2.   We teach our children the importance of charting a course for their lives.  Clichés 
         a.   If you don’t know where you are going, how will you know when you get there ?  
         b.   If you shoot at nothing, you’ll hit it every time.
         c.   To fail to plan is to plan to fail.   ( Many clichés because planning is valued. )
   B.    Erroneously .. some construe our texts to condemn planning.  
      1.   The scriptures encourage us to plan and to prepare for the future. 
         a.   Prov. 24: 27 – Prepare your work outside and make it ready for yourself in        S#3.  
                                          the field; afterwards, then, build your house. 
         b.   Prov. 6: 6-8 – Go to the ant, O sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise, 

                                          7 Which, having no chief, Officer or ruler,  8 Prepares her food 
                                          in the Summer and gathers her provision in the harvest.  
      2.   There are no contradictions in scripture. 
   C.   Brother James warns us about the sin of pride and presumptiveness.
      1.   The great king Nebuchadnezzar forgot who gave him the ability to build.

            Dan. 4: 30-32a – The king reflected and said, 'Is this not Babylon the great,          S#4.  
                                             which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my 
                                             power and for the glory of my majesty?' 31 "While the word was in 
                                             the king's mouth, a voice came from heaven, saying, 'King 
                                             Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been 
                                             removed from you, 32 and you will be driven away from mankind, 
                                             and your dwelling place will be with the beasts of the field.  
      2.
Planning is essential to success in most things :                                                    S#5.  
            In 1918, Charles Schwab, owner of Bethlehem Steel, was one of the richest men in 

            the world.  Always seeking to gain an advantage and to improve, Mr. Schwab 

            arranged a meeting with noted business consultant Ivy Lee, seeking to hire Mr. Lee

            to help him improve the productivity of his management personnel.  Mr. Lee told 

            him to just give him 15 minutes with his people.  Mr. Schwab asked how much he 

            would charge, he told him to wait three months and pay only what he thought it was   

            worth.  Mr. Schwab paid $25,000.  Make a prioritized list every day and follow it.  

      3.   Prov. 19: 21 – Many plans are in a man's heart, But the counsel of the Lord will stand. 

                                                                                                                                                                        S#6.  
I.   Planning is good, but presumptive planning is “practical atheism.”  “I will go …” .
   A.   Many professed believers live as practical atheists.                                          S#7.  
      1.   A practical atheist professes faith, but his life is indistinguishable from the world.  
               Titus 1: 16 – They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, 
                                         being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.   
      2.   There is a way that people of the world live which is different from people of faith.  
             Matt. 6: 31-32 – Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will         S#8.  
                                             we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?'  32 For the 
                                             Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly 

                                             Father knows that you need all these things. 
   B.   God has a standard of behavior which distinguishes His disciples from the world. 
      1.   As servants of the most high God, our lives must reflect well on Him.
      2.   Matt. 5: 16 – Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see      S#9.  
                                      your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

      3.
Eph. 5: 2-3 –But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named 
                                  among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and there must be no filthiness 
( cf .. 4:1 )        and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

   C.   From the beginning, people have resisted the Lordship of God over their lives. 
      1.   To make pronouncements about what we will do without consulting God is sin.
      2.   Gen. 3  …  Satan persuaded Eve to reject the Lordship of Christ.
   D.   Mankind has always been control freaks :  ( Poem )
      1.     Invictous 
Out of the night that covers me, black as the pit from pole to pole,

I thank whatever gods may be for my unconquerable soul. 

In the fell clutch of circumstance I have not winced nor cried aloud.

Under the bludgeonings of chance my head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears looms but the horror of the shade,

And yet the menace of the years finds, and shall find, me unafraid.

It matters not how straight the gate, how charged with punishments the scroll, 

I am mast of my fate: I am the captain of my soul.

William Earnest Hensley

         * Good poem .. horrible theology.

      2.   Matt. 7: 21  …   The surrender of our will to His is prerequisite to salvation. 
II.    Human life is fragile and unpredictable.     .                                                       S#10.  
   A.   Our text testifies to the brevity and uncertainty of life :                                  S#11.  
          James 2: 14 – Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are 

                                     just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 

   B.    We do not have the ability to control how long we will live.                           S#12.  
      1.   Few people hesitate to make plans for their future.
         a.   We plan our schedule for the week.  ( Even when sick we plan future Dr. visits. )
         b.   We plan our summer vacations.   ( Next year’s annual singing is Oct. 27th. ) 
      2.   Young people plan out their whole life.
         a.   Where they will go to college and a what they will become.
         b.   Who they will marry.
      3.
Older people plan for their golden years. 
         a.   When they will retire and what they will do.  
         b.   They put money aside in a 401K  …  to have to give to doctors.  
      4.
After 20 years of marriage my late wife and I made a plan for the next 20 years.

         a.   We laid on the floor until late in the night planning in great detail. 
         b.   By 3:00 p.m. the next afternoon she was with God and I was desperately alone.
   C.   It is the tendency of man to assume he will live on.
      1.   We think of ourselves as being and doing,  not dying or debilitated.  
      2.   The farmer in the parable of Jesus ( Lk 12 ) did not have an uncommon attitude.   
         a.   He was not sickly so he gave no thought to dying.  
         b.   The opportunity for a comfortable retirement presented itself so he took it. 
      3.
Most people give some thought to what they will do when they can no longer earn.
   D.   The “foolish farmer” in the parable committed no overt transgression.
      1.   Success is not wrong.
      2.   Retirement is not wrong. 
      3.
His error was leaving God out of his life.  
         a.   He was “not rich toward God.”   ( Vs-21 )
         b.   He put all he had in a GSI grain bin. 
   E.   Life is a vapor                                                                                                       S#13.  
      1.   James 2: 14 –  You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes 

      2.   Each second of every day 2 people die and  few of then planned on it.  120 per minute
      3.
Healthy people went for a bicycle ride on a protected pathway and were killed.

      4.
Psa. 90: 12 –  So teach us to number our days,
                                      That we may present to You a heart of wisdom. 
      5.
We must submit our plans and our lives to God for His approval.  God willing …
                                                                                                                                         S#14.  
III.   The Lord is the sovereign ruler of the universe; we should acknowledge that.   .
   A.   We should acknowledge that we submit our will to HIS.  
           James 4: 15 – Instead, you ought to say, " If the Lord wills,                                      S#15.  
                                      we will live and also do this or that." 

   B.    Jesus surrendered His will to the will of the Father.
      1.   John 6: 38 – For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, 
                                     but the will of Him who sent Me.
      2.   Jesus’ prayer in the garden made it clear that He was submissive. 
            Matt. 26: 39 – And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and            S#16.  
                                        prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 

                                        from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will." 
   C.   The Apostle Paul frequently expressed submission to God’s will.  
      1.   Acts 18: 20-21 – When they asked him to stay for a longer time, he did not          S#17.  
                                            consent, 21 but taking leave of them and saying, "I will return 
                                            to you again if God wills," he set sail from Ephesus. 

      2.   Rom. 1: 10 – I make mention of you, 10 always in my prayers making request,    S#18.  
                                     if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you.  
      3.
I Cor. 4: 19 –But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, 
                                      not the words of those who are arrogant but their power
   D.   It is proper to say “Lord willing” but it’s not just a formula of words to be said.
      1.   The words “Lord willing” must express the heart of the one speaking them.
         a.   Jesus indicated that words are of no value without action to back them up.
         b.   Luke 6: 46 – Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?         S#19.  
      2.   Turn control of your life over to God and TRUST Him.  
            Prov. 3: 5-6 – Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own    
                                       understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make 
                                       your paths straight. 
   E.   When we acknowledge the will of God is supreme, we affirm what IS.
      1.   Prov. 19: 21 – Many plans are in a man's heart,                                                        S#20.  
                                        But the counsel of the Lord will stand.   
      2.   Matt. 28: 18 – And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority 
                                        has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. …” 
      3.
Acts 17:27-28 – that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him  S#21.  
                                          and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;  28 for 
                                          in Him we live and move and exist,
      4.   Col. 1: 16-17 – For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and        S#22.  
                                         on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
                                         or authorities —  all things have been created through Him and for 
                                         Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
   *.   When we say  “God Willing”  we acknowledge the reality of what IS.
IV.  To live as if we are in charge is rebellion against the sovereignty of God.   .    S#23.  
   A.   We know God is our creator and sustainer so we must acknowledge it.
      1.   James 4: 17 – Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and                    S#24.
                                       does not do it, to him it is sin.
      2.   Luke 12: 47 – And that slave who knew his master's will and did not get ready
                                       or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes,
   B.    God does not solicit or accept lip service. 
      1.   Matt. 15: 9 – This people honors Me with their lips,                                                 S#25.
                                      But their heart is far from Me.    ( compare :  Isa. 29: 13 )
      2.   When we say “Lord willing” it must reflect the attitude of our heart.
    CONCLUSION :   Our attitude should be :                                                            S#26.
      1.   Always  REFER  to the will of God.
      2.   Always  DEFER  to the will of God.
      3.
Always  PREFER  the will of God.  
INVITATION  :     
S#27.  …  Communion slide
Lesson Text :  

James 4: 13-17
13    Come now, you who say, " Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit." 14  Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 15  Instead, you ought to say, " If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that." 16 But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 17 Therefore, to one who knows the  right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.
Luke 12: 16-23
16    And He told them a parable, saying, The land of a rich man was very productive.  17 And he began reasoning to himself, saying, “What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?” 18 Then he said, “This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  19 And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."'  20 But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?”  21 So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
22    And He said to His disciples, "For this reason I say to you, do not worry about your life, as to what you will eat; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.” 
