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Doing 
    You probably heard about Larry Walters several years 
ago.  Larry was a 33-year-old man who decided he wanted to 
see his neighborhood from a new perspective.  He went down 
to the local army surplus store one morning and bought forty-
five used weather balloons. That afternoon he strapped himself 
into a lawn chair, to which several of his friends tied the helium-
filled balloons.  He took along a six-pack of beer, a peanut-
butter-and-jelly sandwich, and a BB gun, figuring he could shoot 
the balloons one at a time when he was ready to land. 
   
     Walters, who assumed the balloons would lift him about 100 
feet in the air, was caught off guard when the chair soared more 
than 11,000 feet into the sky -- smack into the middle of the air 
traffic pattern at Los Angeles International Airport. Too fright-
ened to shoot any of the balloons, he stayed airborne for more 
than two hours, forcing the airport to shut down its runways for 
much of the afternoon, causing long delays in flights from 
across the country. 
   
     Soon after he was safely grounded and cited by the police, 
reporters asked him three questions: 
   
     "Were you scared?" "Yes." 
   



     "Would you do it again?" "No." 
   
     "Why did you do it?"  And I love this response.  He said, "Be-
cause you can't just sit there." 
   
     Now, don't get me wrong.  What Larry Walters did was a ter-
ribly stupid thing to do.  But I wish more Christians had the atti-
tude that we need to do something -- "because you can't just sit 
there!" 
   
     Allow me now to say a few words about the need to "do". 
   

     James wrote, "But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, de-
ceiving yourselves."  (James 1:22).  He goes on to describe a man 
who reads the Bible, but he doesn't put it into practice.  He says 
he is like a man who looks in the mirror.  He sees his hair is 
messed up, he needs to shave, he has a dirty smudge on his 
cheek, but he goes his way and does nothing about it.  Looking 
in the mirror has done him no good.  So is the man who reads 
God's Word, but makes no effort to put what he reads into prac-

tice.  But, "He who looks into the perfect law of liberty, and continues in 
it, and is not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this one will be 
blessed in what he does." (James 1:25). 
   
     In Matthew 25, Jesus described the scene of the Day of 
Judgment.  He describes the separation of the sheep from the 
goats (and our eternal destiny) based on what we have done.  It 
is clear from the words of Jesus that Christianity is a series of 
verbs, action words -- visit, feed, clothe, go, teach, encourage, 
give, love. 
   
     So, what are we accomplishing for the Lord?  What are we 
doing?  The Lord doesn't demand the unusual or the sensation-
al, but he does expect something.  What are we doing?  We're 
not truly living Christian lives unless we're doing the work of 
Christ.  We don't just need to know; we need to do. 
   
     We need to strive for balance in our spiritual lives.  There are 
some Christians who spend all their time learning God's 
will.  Constantly studying, learning, getting a handle on every 



obscure passage and an argument against every false doc-
trine.  But they never get around to doing.  And there are others 
who are busy doing good works, but they haven't spent enough 
time with God's Word to know if they're really following God's 
will.  But God's desire is that we have both knowledge and obe-
dience: 
   

     "That you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing him, be-
ing fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God." 
(Colossians 1:10). 
   
     May God make you "fruitful in every good work" as you 
"have a walk worthy of the Lord." 

         — Alan Smith 

 

 

 

 
 

Pride Packages For Soldiers:  We rotate the items that we 
bring in so there will be a variety of things available for Pat to 
send to our soldiers. For the next two weeks we’ll be bringing :  
Dried fruit, Little containers of spaghetti O's in pull tab cans, 
Bags or cans of any kind of nuts, Bags of sunflower seeds 

( Respecting Islam .. U.S. gov. forbids pork products or religious items ) 

 
Birthday :        Nancy Miller ..…………….  Jul 31 

 

Anniversary :           Gloria & Delmar ………... Aug. 1 

                                    J.J, & Beth .…….……….. Aug. 3 

                                    Pat & Stanley …………... Aug. 6 
 

What if you woke up today with only the things 
you thanked God for yesterday? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Anger is a condition in which the 
tongue works faster than the mind. 

 

Prayer list :  
Nancy Miller :  Nancy’s cousin Denise passed away on the 24th.  
There will be only a small family service on Aug. 5th. 
 
Brenda Stevens :  Brenda’s MRI revealed that she has two bro-
ken vertebra in her spine caused by Osteoporosis.  She will 
have more tests Aug 1 and doctor visit Aug 2    
        
Megan Nichols :  On Friday the 28th Megan will undergo a bat-
tery of tests which will last 4 to 5 hrs. These are to determine if 
her injury has caused any damage to brain function. 
       
Jannetta Calvert :  Remains basically the same.  She is dealing 
with pain, but has a positive attitude.  She enjoys visitors. Her in 
room 305 at the Heritage Manor on 6th St. in Pana.    
  
Rosanne:  Rose remains about the same. Her bladder stones 
remain a painful problem. She is awaiting surgery in August.                                
 
Mary Smith :  .Mary’s sister-in-law, Wilma is much improved 
and has been moved to an assisted living facility in Pana. 
 
Mindy Stevens :  Due to an immune system issue, having signif-
icant problems with infections in organ systems and mono.  
                                                 

Those with ongoing need of prayer :  
Those with age related issues : 

   
 

  NEXT WEEK :          ( Aug 6,  2017 ) 

    Song Leader :   Tim           

    Scripture Reader :   Eric                            

    Table & Announcements :  Greg          

                      



Ruby, Doris, Mary Smith, Marg, Pete & Hazel, Betty, Francis 

Other members with ongoing issues :  

Madonna :  Madonna’s chemo will continue indefinitely. 

Glenda Hyneman :  Improving, but issues remain / surgery  

Jerry Rankin  :    Heart Issues  

Butch Reynolds :   Heart  condition and back issues       

Ernie Wasson : He is having on going problems with strokes,  

Dan Luidhardt : Wayne’s friend is suffering from kidney failure  
due to diabetes.  Stabilized, but remains an ongoing problem.  

* Each day as you pray for those on this list, 

always include our congregation and her elders.  
 

Visitors are always welcomed. 

We invite you to visit our assemblies. 
 

 

Schedule of Services : 

            Sunday Morning :     Bible Study ….   9:30 a.m. 

                                               Worship .……  10:20 a.m. 

 

            Sunday Evening :      Worship …….   6:00 p.m. 

 

            Wednesday :             Bible Study …..  7:00 p.m. 

 

Ya’ll  Come ! 

 


